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Abstract

Yu Yue it (1821-1907), a famous Confucian scholar in late Chinese Empire, not only
annotated Confucian classics, but also Buddhist scriptures. Yu Yue annotated the famous
Buddhist scripture Vajracchedika-prajiaparamita-sitra (Diamond Sutra $I$%) by annotating
Confucian classics. He did not realize the particularity of the translated text. On the other hand,
the daily religious activities reflected in Yu Yue’s works show that his understanding of Buddhist
teachings does not originate from the classics, but from popular religious practices. Yu Yue’s
knowledge system was based on Confucian classics, but that was not enough to solve the
dilemmas of his life. Yu Yue is not a special case, many modern professional scholars may have
the same situation. Different from the modern scholars who led the " Buddhist revival ", Yu Yue’s

performance is another way of studying modern Buddhism that deserves attention.

Keywords: Yu Yue #if#, Vajracchedika-prajfidparamita-sitra (Diamond Sutra £:fl#X),
Buddhist scripture, Chinese Lay Buddhist, Chinese Classic in Late Qing
Dynasty, Buddhist revival
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