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Abstract

The annotation of “In archery piercing the leather target is not the point” by Zheng Xuan,
as found in the Tang manuscript of “The Analects with Zheng Xuan’s Commentary”, is
well-preserved. This preservation offers insights into Zheng Xuan's approach to interpreting The
Analects and the effectiveness of these strategies. To fully comprehend Zheng Xuan’s ritual
theory, it is crucial to adopt the methodologies of “using Zheng to return to Zheng” and “using
Zheng's commentary to prove Zheng’s commentary”. The shortcomings of the three current
editions of the Tang manuscript in terms of restoring and interpreting the commentary are
highlighted in this passage. The objective of this article is to explore Zheng’s commentary
strategies, their effectiveness, and the meaning of “In archery piercing the leather target is not
the point” in The Analects, drawing on the interpretations of scholars from the Tang and Song

Dynasties, particularly Seng Zhao.
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