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Abstract

This article aims to address issues related to the transmission, versions, and influence of
Caoxuanzazu, exploring the original appearance of the work. It analyzes the interconnections and
references among the seven books included in Caoxuanzazu, illustrating that several works were
not independently compiled but were created through similar modes of thematic allocation.For
instance, Yunxianzaji originates from Yunxiansanlu and serves as a prototype for related
compilations. Jiliubian primarily imitates the format of encyclopedic works. Chengzhaizaji and
Langhuanji resemble anecdotal collections of miscellaneous records, while Nvgongyuzhi and
Gugqinshu are specialized compilations with specific thematic focuses. In contrast, You She differs
from the other works as it appears to be a collation of fragments of ancient texts. The
intertextuality is especially prominent among Jiliubian, Chengzhaizaji, and Langhuanyji.

Building on this foundation, the article further examines the inclusion of Caoxuanzazu in the
Revised Shuofu to understand the transmission of Caoxuanzazu during the late Ming dynasty. This
analysis seeks to clarify the historical sources of the related texts and address potential

chronological misjudgments that may arise.
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