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Abstract

Poetics (shifa) and prose theory (wenfa) flourished in the Song dynasty, thereby generating
the discourses on flexible rhetoric (huofa) versus inflexible rhetoric (sifa) and rules (youfa)
versus no-rules (wufa). These codes became the major texts of Song dynasty literary criticism.
This paper investigates the derivative poetics between the Jiangxi School literary theory and the
Commentary on classical prose from the perspectives of syntax and crucial prose theories. It is
found that the Commentary school places more emphasis than the Jiangxi school on rhetorical
know-how, and has shaped up its crucial grammar and terminology. There are discussions of
coherence and resonance between the introductory part and the concluding part, sequential
elaboration, orderly development and subtle analysis of stylistics and structural context.
Comparatively, the Jiangxi school takes advantage of syntax and “intuition” (wuru), while the
Commentary school figures out the “crucial” method to focus on rhetorical energia of the essay.
Both schools capitalize on the spirit of huofa. This paper further probes into the intricate
derivation and concurrence between poetics and rhetoric and their techniques may serve as a

basis for tackling poetics after the Song.

Keywords: poetic, prose theory, commentary on classical prose, Huang Ting-jian ,Lu
Ben-zhong,Lu Zu-gian,Lou fang, Tang-Song prose ,Jiangxi school poetics
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