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Abstract

As a scholar versed in the histories and classics, immersed in state affairs during the
Ming-Qing transition, Wang Fuzhi’s simultaneous exegeses on history and the Book of Changes
reflected his awareness of the hardships his country and countrymen faced as well as his
thoughts on statecraft. This also reflected his belief in using scholarship to directly deal with the
changing tides of current events. Wang Fuzhi believed that the essentials for studying statecraft
could be learned from history. His thoughts on statecraft were based on the belief that studying
history should have practical use for managing the state, this is visible most clearly in his
discussions of history. This paper will explore how Wang Fuzhi managed to combine together
his studies of both history and The Book of Changes. This paper will start by analyzing the ideas
of “position” and “timeliness”, “position” to speak of the virtue of the kingdom and its
government, “timeliness” to speak of proper governance. Then we will analyzing Wang Fuzhi’s
high expectations for scholars, using the term “virtue” to speak of practicing the way of the
scholar, analyzing the scholar’s choice to advance or retreat, and looking at the relationship
between luck and keeping the scholar’s way. Using this methodology of comparing history and

the Book of Changes, Wang Fuzhi was able to more clearly understand the causes of the
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innumerable changes throughout history, to add depth to his thinking on statecraft, and to

embody his core values in his thought.

Keywords: Wang Fuzhi, Chuangshan, Statecraft, Mutual Reflection between the Book
of Changes and History, Zhensheng.
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