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Abstract

In Zhong Rong’s Shi Pin, he listed Bao Zhao as a “medium level” poet. Moreover, there is one
famous and eye-catching comment at the end of Bao Zhao’s poem analysis, which implies poets
who write vulgar and danger poetries are mostly influenced by him. Bao Zhao’s unique style
brought a proliferation of discussion in Chi and Liang Dynasties. There is a paragraph in Wen Xin
Diao Long saying “a talented person nowadays learns literature deliberately. They learn mostly
articles from Han and Song Dynasties.” Shi Pin mentions, “some skittish people mock Tsao and Liu
as old-fashioned, while seeing Bao Zhao as a legend, and Xie Tiao as the one of the greatest of all
time.” In Xiao Zi Xian’s “History of Chi”, he also wrote “Begins with harshness, goes on with risk,
are the effects Bao Zhao has caused.” Apparently, Bao Zhao greatly influenced the literary world for
decades. The influence was regarded as negative by commentators. This article can be separated into
four steps. First, I’ll focus on how “vulgar” and “danger” were being discussed, including how they
integrate. Second, I’ll discuss the relationship between Bao Zhao Yuefu poetry and “vulgar”. Third,
Il discuss the relationship between Bao Zhao Landscape poetry and “danger”. Last, I’ll discuss the
influences of Bao Zhao’s style towards Chi and Liang Dynasties. Hopefully, I can further clarify
how Bao Zhao was compared equally with Xie Lingyun and Yan Zhitui in the Yuanjia period,

inclusive of how his unique style was constructed back then.
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