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1 Lionel Abel, Metatheatre: A New View of Dramatic Form (New York: Hill and Wang, 1963).

2 See Richard Hornby, Drama, Metadrama, and Perception (London: Associated University Press, 1986), p.
17.

3 See Richard Hornby, Drama, Metadrama, and Perception, p. 32.
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(Robert J. Nelson) #5285 75+tEgs (William Shakespeare ) Z[a[%%# (Jean Anouilh)
(B ERAES » COERFIRFEE — R RIHEE = - T B2 BBIE ST
R BEHSRAY - R R BRI - thitEsh - VS AMRENEE - A~ 1F1E
2J5 (illusion) - FREUSKEI /ARG BEEZA REEIEZ) S - 12 FIHACHUR RIS - H Ll
BISERCKTE R T SEpivEs: S EIEE - (HEFSCERERR A AREFEDN
FLIE - ZEFH( Wylie Sypher )3 Fs SCE{E L 52 FE4S 5 E( affirmation )~ grfi#( disintegration ) ~
&I (reintegration) & —FpFIHYHFHA R » G € BEE R - SCEEEIFARAY AR A
HIEC B e 2 iR B E Y BEDAE T RGN E - RISt S B T a fdor & B a3 e
M - APASE - SR IFE R - ARTHZER  EERZBEFREZEIRE - B
BIEEFTEREL R EETE B B RSP A St — N - T NEE NSRRI - TR T b
BV E AR — R A ——Z BB (4 - BT BB B A » ERISH T E
BPE w2 RRAIRM - SHEAERANDCAHS BT LR BRI BISHEE R
R (B A — o sk ThUsk Y B B =5k ( self-consciousness ) ~ E T 5z it ( self-reflection )
A] RAE T s RIS A B 451 o Fr 3 ¥ ThsE -

oA FIIHA S LR sk sk i - — 24l AJE AL (inset type ) - 41 M5 #R1E5 )( Hamlet )
Bk (BEAEFLAR ) (The Murder of Gonzago) 3 —2HEAYEAL (framed type) - Bk
BUK T FEANE  BEE—(EE RS T ANER ) PHUSSHEAL - A (BIIEEC) (The Taming of
the Shrew ) - SMERRIEARAGES - VA A - 58T BIrP NRESRRIEL BRI - #822E

6 EAHEwEPTilEYmLL & 7 %o ¢ £ R ¥ £ “The relationship of the inner play to the outer
play prefigures the relationship between the outer play and the reality within which it occurs: life. The
play within a play is the theater reflecting on itself, on its own paradoxical seeming.” See Robert J.
Nelson, Play within a Play: The Dramatist’s Conception of His Art: Shakespeare to Anouilh (New
York: Da Capo Press, 1971), p. 10.
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P AREEFIfSEE4N (Gerhard Fischer and Bernhard Greiner ) t{{¢ 2l i A HE H B TR
B ERAVEZE - A FIR0 Ry B E — AR BISRES - (ESCA R EE 2N SIAE
{i&l CEPATE ) HIBKEIZRE - s BRI S A & - B AV RHEUE BRI Akt
EEEEENERAE  HE A #E EOUH B BRYLEAE (physical presence ) DLE A7} ERYED
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W—2K SRR TS =E 570 R - 22 - A OZE RITENE =B RAREE F -
PR EEE 2 BN DRGSR EE S B © —ZFRERES (self-reference) ~ 5
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PR G AR S T e R b MIRICEOS B LAY g e 2 bR R A B T 1)
U Rl oS - A0 BB SO BRI (G DI — R E 5
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Ry Z HIELatat o & REBREIRVETE N FIRE T WA~ SNBSS - H

O ppl & ¢ # Luigi Pirandello % > Robert Brustein zc 4 » s (= BHEP ekl ) (4
Ml EAEE 4> 1998 £ ) o

10 See Richard Hornby, Drama, Metadrama, and Perception, pp. 34-43.

11 See Richard Hornby, Drama, Metadrama, and Perception, pp. 45-47.

12 See Gerhard Fischer and Bernhard Greiner, eds, The Play within the Play: The Performance of Meta-Theatre
and Self-Reflection (Amsterdam and New York: Editions Rodopi, 2007), p. xi.

13 See Gerhard Fischer and Bernhard Greiner, eds, The Play within the Play: The Performance of Meta-Theatre
and Self-Reflection, pp. xii-xvi.
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Abstract

By means of observing through meta construction, play-within-a-play seems to be a very
unique playwright strategy. It not only creates a double-layer structure for both the audience and
the actors, but is also called “Mise en abyme”. There are many “dream plot” and “ghost plot” of
Xiqu in the Song and Yuan Dynasty. However, very few meta construction characteristics of
play-within-a-play were seen in these acts. Considering when did play-within-a-play started to
exist in Xiqu? In addition, what are the essential elements of play-within-a-play that makes the
performance categorized as metadrama / metatheatre? Xiqu has its own systematic convention,
which made them withdrawn from the public. According to these traits, what types of
play-within-a-play can be put in Xiqu? Moreover, what uses can these types be when connected
to the Xiqu? This paper focused on how play-within-a-play were shown and discussed in the
Chuangi and Zaju of Ming-Qing era, especially the meaning behind the existence of using meta
construction. The result of this paper hopefully will deepen the depth of researching on Xiqu

and will open up more possibilities in future studies.
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