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Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the concept of “ Ming Tang shape” in Dai Zhen’s Kao gong ji tu.
Dai Zhen ( 1723-1777 ) is an erudite scholar of Qian Jia School in the Qing Dynasty. In his study
methods, one famous view he said is based on the understanding from words which makes man
become familiar with the meaning of phrases, and then through explaining the phrases in
context makes man aim for the Tao. By this point, Dai Zhen had gained the abundant
achievements on the academic study field of the Qian Jia School. One of the well-known
articles “Kao gong ji tu ” shows his efforts on studying the decrees and regulations of Three
Rites. The main purpose he wrote Kao gong ji tu is to use illustration to proofread and correct
the errors in Zheng Xuan ‘s (127-200) text note. In this paper, the author points out the
illustration of “ Ming Tang shape” and focus on the three aspects to discuss the thoughts in Dai
Zhen’s Kao gong ji tu. It is a significant case study to overview Dai Zhen’s thoughts about how
to display his attitude toward the preciseness and vitality in the decrees and regulations of Three

Rites.
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